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From The Ritz To The Rubble, is a collection of archival documents that divulges the first-hand real-life accounts of true Northern 
British working-class warriors. It relays the emotionally challenging times that 1980s and 1990s Conservative Britain had on 
the industrial community. By introducing what it was like to grow up and watch the slow decline of industrial work under the 
reign of early Thatcherite schemes. The industrial North had a great impact on my family’s lives, they showed their resilience 
against the deindustrialisation of the coal and steel mining industry and continued to live through the pain and loss proving 

that a community can’t and never willl be broken. So, come and divulge just how grim it is up North. 

2



Silverwood Colliery 

My Great Uncle spent most of his working career down in the pits of Silverwood Colliery in Thrybergh, he began working there 
at the young age of 19 in 1974 and left after its closure in 1992 at the age of 39. He finished due to ill health and hasn’t worked 
again since he left, but even now he still cherishes the time and the memories he has from when he worked in the mines. He was 
also heavily involved with a lot of the flying pickets and strikes within his hometown area of Rotherham and even travelled to 
Nottingham to help picket against the Nottinghamshire miners who continued to work thorugh strikes. Despite all the hardships 

he faced during the time he worked, he never once let it change him or the way that he raised and provided for his family.
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Sheffield Steelworks 

From the young age of 15 in 1959, my Grandad worked within various steelwork industries up until his late retirement in 
2006 at the age of 61. He began his working career at William Jessop & Sons, before moving onto Brightside Steelworks 

and ultimately finally residing at Sheffield’s Forgemasters. Spanning a career of just over 4 decades, my Grandad’s journey 
and life was also heavily impacted by the handful of strikes and hardships that he endured during his time working but it 

didn’t affect his values and life morals he still continued to provide and raise a family despite struggles. 
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